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October 21 
Hemingway, Ernest FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS Scribner 
* This is good Hemingway. It has some of the tenderness of A Farewell to 


Arms and some of its amazing power to make one feel inside the picture of a nation at 
war, of the people experiencing war shorn of its glamor, of the emotions that the ef- 
fects of war - rather than war itself - arouse. But in style and tempo and impact, 
there is greater resemblance to The Sun Also Rises. Implicit in the characters and 

the story is the whole tragic lesson of Spain's Civil War, proving ground for today's 
holocaust, and carrying in its small compass, the contradictions, the human frailties, 
the heroism and idealism and shortcomings. In retrospect the thread of the story it- 
self is slight. Three days, during which time a young American, a professor who has 
taken his Sabbatical year from the University of Montana to play his part in the strug- 
gle for Loyalist Spain and democracy. He is sent to a guerilla camp of partisans with- 
in the Fascist lines to blow up a strategic bridge. His is a complex problem in human- 
ity, a group of undisciplined, unorganized natives, emotionally geared to go their own 
way, while he has a job that demands unreasoning, unwavering obedience. He falls in 
love with a lovely refugee girl, escaping the terrors of a fascist imprisonment, and 
their romance is sharply etched against a gruesome background. It is a searing book; 
Hemingway has done more to dramatize the Spanish War than any amount of abstract decla- 
mation. Yet he has done it through revealing the pettinesses, the indignities, the 
jealousies, the cruelties on both sides, never glorifying simply presenting starkly 

the belief in the principles for which these people fought a hopeless war, to give the 
rest of the world an interval to prepare. There is something of the implacable logic 

of Verdun in the telling. It's not a book for the thin-skinned; it has more than its 
fill of obscenities and the style is clipped and almost too elliptical for clarity at 
times. But it is a book that repays one for bleak moments of unpleasantness. Novem- 
ber B of M. $2.75 


November 25 
Werfel, Franz EMBEZZLED HEAVEN Viking 


° What a varied talent is Franz Werfel's. This is as different from his pre- 
vious books as they have been different from each other. The story is built around 
one central figure, the canvas is constricted, but the interest is well-sustained and 
the human appeal, built against odds, makes this a touching story. The title indi- 
cates the dominant theme, for this is the story of an old peasant servant, whose whole 
life has been dedicated to buying her way into the after world, through providing a 
pleader in the person of the nephew she was raising for the Church. Hers was a frank- 
ly selfish interest; she allowed him to bleed her consistently through the years, ac~ 
cepting his flimsy stories as fact, and avoiding contact with him through the long 
period of his education and early missionary experience. Then, when the family sie 
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serves is broken, she seeks him out. The aftermath provides the best part of the 
story, for the first part seems slow in getting under way, though the picture of joy- 
ous life on the big Austrian estate, before the Nazi betrayal, makes a delightful set- 
ting. Don't be discouraged at the start - the book is worth while. A fine transla- 
tion by Moray Firth. (Originally reported 5/1/40, page 199. Postponed as December 


B of M.) $2.50 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ? 
October 14 - 
Haun, Mildred THE HAWK'S DONE GONE Bobbs—Merrill 
+ This is a book to place - and sell — among those who have liked the work 


of Jesse Stuart and James Still. It is perhaps less lyrical, but it is even more strik- 
ingly, and originally indigenous. Never so forcefully has an unfamiliar - virtually 
unknown — part of the Tennessee mountains been so successfully recaptured in mood and 
dialect. It is the story of a family, told by old granny Mary Dorthula White - with 
each chapter devoted to a member of the clan and a critical point in life. Perfectly 


done, with cruelty and tenderness side by side, and vivid recapturing of life and 

speech. $2.50 
October 17 

Clarke, Donald Henderson MURDERER'S HOLIDAY Vanguard | 


As for me, this didn't take, this slapstick spoof on gangsterdom which may 
recall the manner but not the matter of that classic film play, A Slight Case of Nur- 
der. Danny Barrett, idle, idea-~filled son of the socially ostracized but wealthy 
Barretts, decides to write a play about crime, and to get his material at first hand. 
He gets on the inside with two heads of leading city gangs, and when the town gets 
too hot for them, they pick the Barretts as a hideout, in the midst of a party for 
papa Barrett's mayorality campaign. Fighting breaks out between the gangs, six dead 
and more to go, when Danny shuffles them next door, to the then-current Mayor's, and 
locks them into the garage for a Kilkenny cat machinegun finish. And Danny cements 
the families by marrying the Mayor's daughter. Not as hilarious as it might be, but 





at least he has ducked sex in its more boisterous forms this time. $2.00 
October 21 
Patten, Gibert MR. FRANK MERRIWELL Alliance 


Are there enough middle aged men who cherish nostalgic affection for Frank 
Merriwell to provide a market for this saga of Frank Merriwell Grown Up? Somehow, I 
can't quite see a new market for this story of his exploits. He is knocking out ruf- 
fians instead of home runs; he is refusing to knuckle under to wealth and power; he 
sustains a high moral tone in the community where he works for the underdog and re- 
fuses to play dirty politics. There are the requisite number of thrills, a kidnapp- 
ing, a murder, etc., and always our hero comes out on top. There's a gesture towards 
up-to-dateness in Lowell Thomas' latest broadcast and a background of the European 
War, designed to lend a homey flavor. Written in all seriousness - but sure to be 
read with a blend of nostalgia and tongue in cheek. $2.00 
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Saroyan, William MY NAME IS ARAM Harcourt, Brace 


Family and boyhood episodes of an American born Armenian, Aram, and his 
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mad cousin Mourad and the white horse; his sad uncle and his reckless uncle, his cous- 
ins etc. Undoubtedly autobiographical in origin, these stories of school, religion, 
the circus, swimming, the wealthy Indian, travel - all sketches rather than straight 
stories, told in the "prodigy's" usual formless manner with sympathetically treated 
characters and background. As remembrances rather than philosophical outbursts, these 
have more warmth and pleasantness than most of his sketches. Additional value in pic- 


ture of the foreigner in America. [Illustrated by Don Freeman. $2.50 
October 25 
Sender, Ramon A MAN'S PLACE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Here's a Spanish Sacco and Vanzetti, dating back before 1925, with the tan- 
gled web of oppression, crooked politics, distorted justice and corrupt church inter- 
woven into the story of two simple villagers, caught in a web of deceit. One sees the 
village characters at close range; one senses the fears and superstitions and second 
hand thinking that rules their lives. A man has walked out on a nagging and unfaithful 
wife; the two men who saw him last are made the scapegoats and accused of his murder; 
the wheels of the law grind out their conviction, torture, imprisonment and eventual 
release, unwanted and unemployable. And then the man returns, too late to save the 
lives he has wrecked. The story is told with sparse detail, in unemotional baldness of 
statement and dialogue. Much of social significance is implicit in the material, but 
the telling will not appeal to the average reader. $2.50 


October 7??? 


Van der Veer, Judy NOVEMBER GRASS Longmans, Green 


The author of Brown Hills and River Pasture goes too abstract in this slight 
story of a girl tuned so closely to nature that she fails in her human contacts. Her 
setting is the hills of California; her contact with animals is to her more satisfying 
than the contact of people; she even fails to react normally to a shadowy love for Dirk, 
who has gone away and does not write. A bit too tenuous for success. $2.50 


Thomason, John W., Jr. LONE STAR PREACHER | kL Scribner 


Jeb Stuart, Gone to Texas, F1x Bayonets, while they have not made literary 
history have had substantial sales. Once again the Confederacy is the background, and 
the Army of North Virginia the special unit where Praxitiles Swan, fighting preacher, 
quoted the Bible as he led his men to battle. The book has some graphic, gory details, 
some backwoodsy humor. profusely illustrated by the author. $2.75 


November 5 


Roos, William THE HORNET'S LONGBOAT Houghton, Mifflin 


Brawny, hardbitten, tense tale of men against the sea, based on an actual 
record from maritime annals and from the diary of the Captain of the HORNET. It seems 
a story made to order for Nordhoff and Hall — but William Roos has beaten them to it. 
Not a new theme - fire in mid-ocean - a crew set adrift 1000 miles from Lower Califor- 
nia, with meagre rations, one longboat and two quarterboats. Dire hunger and thirst, 
sun stroke, illusory hopes of reaching shore, splintering nerves and ravaged bodies - 
all held together by the calm courage of the 55 year old captain. The quarterboats 
are cut adrift - the longboat reaches the unknown Lampahochoe after six weeks, and 
some survive the ordeal. Unfurbished tale - for men chiefly. $2.50 
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November—t1 1/3 uy 
Coles, Manning DRINK TO YESTERDAY Knopf 


* This wavers between the straight novel of adventure, and the thriller, but 
is so much above average in style that it deserves a wider sale than the mystery table 
would give it. Classically cut, and finely written story of counter-espionage in the 
last war, and of one man whom it broke, - Michael Kingston, alias Bill Saunders, alias 
Dirk Brandt. Minus the Oppenheim masquerade, code concoctions, I-spy flimflam, this 
is a quiet but exciting job. Kingston had a gift for languages, and at 17 enlisted 
and was drafted into secret service, under Hambledon. They engineered the murder of a 
scientist breeding cholera germs ~- the arson of a Zepp plant - the murder of Bodenheim. 
The death of Hambledon and of a German girl brought the wheel of murder full circle, 
and Kingston found himself haunted by blue devils when the Armistice came, unable to 
come to grips with himself or life. Rentals and some sales. $2.00 


O'Connor, Frank DUTCH INTERIOR J Knopf 


An elusive somewhat elliptical portrait of provincial Ireland, a small back- 
water of a village typifying Ireland today and conveying the slow, bound down, mori- 
bund spirit of the country so admirably portrayed by O'Faolain and O'Casey. Here, in 
this village, tied down by the church, by superstition, by home ties and by the past, 
there is the ineradicable love of Ireland. Three families are shown in minute detail. 
A strange book, one of mood rather than pattern, but with the lyricism and the provo- 
cative half-~said qualities so characteristic of the Irish. Limited sales. $2.50 We 


November 20 


Goodrich, Marcus DELILAH Farrar ®& Rinehart 


For two years this book has been on F & R's list, but it is now actually 
scheduled for this date. A Discoverer's Selection, but a difficult book to place. It 
is not for conservatives - it is primarily a man's book. There are powerful scenes, 
explosive, grotesque, and the man can write. But the plot is elusive, - a succession 
of tableaux rather than straight story, each of increasing brutality and primitiveness. 
"Delilah" is the name of a USN destroyer, stationed in the Sulu Sea, a savage, un- 
charted country, and the boat is manned by riffraff of the world. A few of the char- 
acters stand clear. The story shifts focus, - a searching party in an isolated cave, 
the explosion of a submarine, shark against man, the round of life on board the destroy- 
er in peace time. This is keyed to the market of Lightship but is a more violent book. 
Illustrated by Earle Winslow. $2.50 


November 25 


Baldwin, Faith MEDICAL CENTER Farrar & Rinehart 


Good Baldwin, well girdled and well garnished, but not a straight novel. 
Six novelettes representing a pretty husky cross-section of life at a large New York 
hospital, which breeds romance faster than guinea pigs. There's a topflight diagnos- 
tician who thinks he's immunized to love; a debutante who goes in for ‘clinical work; 
a dietician who comes up against tough competition; a nurse who finally finds that her 
emotions are not atrophied; an interne who comes into contact with Nazi sabotage; a 
special nurse who finds her beauty a liability rather than an asset. 


$2.50 
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November 94 


Collection SHORT STORIES FROM THE NEW YORKER Simon & Schuster 


The most skilled craftsman in the field of the short short story will pro- 
vide many hours of good entertainment. Glance over the table of contents:- John 
O'Hara, Thurber, Sally Benson, Ross of Hyman Kaplan fame, Oliver La Farge, Nancy Hale, 
Dorothy Parker, Thomas Wolfe, Jerome Weidman, Erskine Caldwell, Dawn Powell, Kay 


Boyle, Mare Connelly, Arthur Kober, and many others. Enough to daze, amaze, amuse you. 
$2.75?? 


December 1 


Glaspell, Susan CHERISHED AND SHARED OF OLD Messner 


A little Christmas story and a lesson in internationalism. Two Dutch refu- 
gee children in an American home help heal the breach between neighbors, enemies in 
adult life, both cherishing memories of childhood friendship. Pleasantly sentimental, 
and tuned to the spirit of Christmas. One of these alternates to a card. $ -50 


December 5 


t 


Franken, Rose CLAUDIA AND DAVID Farrar & Rinehart 


Story of a nice average couple, and very good company for the week-end. 
There's just enough sentiment, enough circumstances and details that have a reminis- 
cent quality for many readers, enough badinage, enough young love to catch the imagina- 
tion of most women readers. Claudia and David are back again in a new series of mari- 
tal episodes, and Claudia is still ingratiatingly young, gay, buoyant, with occasional 
appealingly feminine lapses. Good rentals with some sales - women chiefly. $2.50 


December 9 


Stevenson, D. E. ROCHESTER'S WIFE Farrar & Rinehart 


This is pretty frothy stuff, but D.E. Stevenson can do her leisurely English 
village stories to the queen's taste. All the machinery for a good rental went into 
this one, — a wry-tongued, soft-hearted old doctor, Kit, a young and personable doctor 
who goes into practice with him, Mardie Rochester, who lives near by and puts up with 
an tnhappy marriage. Slender, sweet stuff, wit the fillip of a whimsical child char- 


acter. And this time no attempt at timeliness. $2.00 
LAST MINUTE ARRIVALS 
October 7 
Mauro, John F. RHAPSODY IN DEATH Fortune 


Burgeoning with vultures, snakes, bats, reptiles and other horrendous ex- 
crescences of the black world, this little tale of mad, wicked Prof. Zoocarnivora and 
of the good Father Theobald, miracle worker and spiritual healer, and of two young, 
ecstatic lovers who fall into the professor's clutches. How the professor goes on a 
blood bath binge, murders two women who had spurned him, and almost slow tortures to 
death our good Father and the lovers - such is the story. Maybe Bela Lugosi who urged 
the author on to commit this book could not sleep until he finished it, this reader 
could barely keep awake. Pass it up. You'll not regret it. $2.00 
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October 7 


A modern allegory, in the story of Curly Martin, symbol of the millions who 
can't believe that those higher up aren't going to do the rosy things they promise, 
and whose faith cost him everything he valued, but won him new friends and better 
understanding. Curly had been jipped of his right to an individual existence on the 
Island where he was born (off the coast of Southern California). His glass bottom, 
boat, inherited from his father who had discovered the sea gardens, is put out of bus- 
iness by big business. But Curly believes in Mr. Borland, head of the company, and 
sets out to find him and plead his cause. An interlude in jail - the seamy side of 
life in country, town and city; riding the rails, sleeping in tramp jungles, teaming 
up with a bum (who is also a bit of a philosopher), and adding to his list of friends- 
but always just missing Mr. Borland. Finally he finds him, in his last stronghold, 
Wall St., and gets his final lesson as Mr. Borland's car kills his friend, the Bind- 
ler. Curly faces life - and turns West again. Satire - savage humor - social com- 


mentary. By the author of The Torguts. $2.50 
October 11 
Harper, Robert §S. TRUMPET IN THE WILDERNESS Michael §S. Mill 


Good historical novel, which deserves a better break than it is apt to get. 
The period is that about the War of 1812 - but the war, in spite of the effect it has 
on Jubal Johnson, the hero, is incidental to the romance. Jubal had left Philadelphia 
and the girl he loved, to go to Ohio to establish a newspaper. Then came the war - 
he is almost killed by an Indian - and months later, when he recoversand gets back, 
the girl has married someone else. He goes to Lake Erie, falls in love with Ann - 
and she in turn is captured by the Indians. The battle of Lake Erie intervenes be- 
fore he finds her and they are reunited. Well paced tale. $2.50 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
October 10 
McRoyd, Allan DEATH IN COSTUME Greystone 
One murder begets another - or so it proved when Lucia Ingram impersonated 


another in a "sister act" down on Long Island, and was murdered by mistake. Black- 
mail, and a long cherished jealousy were back of it - but Inspector Brady solves the 


case. Good situations ~ good dialog - good humor — good suspense. $2.00 
October 18 
Bonney, Joseph L. DEATH BY DYNAMITE Carrick & Evans 


Mystification-minus-murder story which once more introduces the Holmesian 
Rolfe and his spadeworker, Watson, to unravel the hostilities between twin wards of 
a Long Island chemist, and his stepdaughter, Janet. Jealousy and greed precipitate 
the double crime - and Rolfe solves it. So-so. $2.00 


Rider, Sarah THE MISPLACED CORPSE Houghton, Mifflin 


Crime rampant on a fogbound California coastline, with a newspaper-woman 
and a young Alabamian solving two murders and the mysterious happenings at a house- 


party of ill-assorted guests. Pleasant telling of the not-quite-—fair-—to-the reader 
$2, 00 


school. 
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October 23 


Ermine, Will BOSS OF THE PLAINS Morrow 


Success story, minus action, of hard driving, hard fighting Ben Holladay, 
who starts a wagon train from Missouri to Santa Fe - then into trading with the Mor- 
mons ~ on to California - until finally he buys out and freezes out his old rivals, 
Buford and Russell. Buford is out to smear Holladay's name, to separate him from his 
bride — but when he turns to thievery and murder, Holladay puts him on the skids. 
Little gunplay - few of the conventional Western trappings. Off the beaten cowpath. 


$2.00 
October 25 Y 


Allerton, Mary THE SHADOW AND THE WEB Bobbs-—Merrill 


This belongs to the Ladies 1n Retirement school of thriller. "Bessie" re- 
ligious fanatic who has "something on" her school principal sister comes back to the 
school and launches a wholesale family slaughter, culminating in her own madness. A 
horror story, based on an actual case, but - in spite of that - not very convincing 
although the growing terrorization against the school background is effective. $2.00 


November 1 


Mason, Van Wyck THE BUCHAREST BALLERINA MURDERS Stokes 


Reliable international intrigue tale, with Capt. Hugh North, dexterous U.S. 
secret service operator involved in a melée in the Balkans. English, Russians, Rou- 
manians, Poles, Germans are all out after a principle to detonate a new and fierce ex- 
plosive - the principle is in the hands of the inventor's daughter, a ballerina. With 
the help of a fellow American, posing as a Contessa, North manages to come through 
strict surveillance, a murder or two, and all hell breaking loose with bombs to the 
right and left. Usual sterling fare from Mason. $2.00 


November 12 


Paul, Elliot FRACAS IN THE FOOTHILLS: Another Homer Evans Mystery Random House 





There's a little bit of murder, a good deal of stock Western, ana 431 pages 
of esoteric exploits, as the omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent Homer Evans takes 
Montana as his stage to save sharpshooter Miriam's cattle-raising father from the un- 
scrupulous warfare of enemy sheepman, with his allies of gangsters and Indians. The 
Homer Evans' cult is something that we cannot understand - but it is there. $2.00 


November 15 


Bowers, Dorothy DEED WITHOUT A NAME Doubleday, Doran 
Good intellectual titillator in an adroit follow-up of Shadows before. In- 


nocuous Archy Mitford nosed into another murder and paid the price. Slow moving Pardoe’ 
of the Yard pulverizes all the clues - and runs down blackmail into kidnapping into 


murder — and eventually gets his man. $2.00 


_ December 5 


Shriber, Ione Sandberg THE DARK ARBOR Farrar & Rinehart 


* Author of Head Over Heels in Murder again gives a super performance in the 
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when lady-narrator Terry, returns to her home in Troy, N.Y., and to 


Rinehart manner, 
There's a murder 


a complicated network of family and neighbors, amities and enmities. 
and a fine nest of suspects, and Terry herself manages to look continually guilty, 
while Inspector Grady once more does a sure and polished job. Smooth tale, with good 


romantic underpinnings for devious doings. $2.00 
December 6 
Charteris, Leslie THE SAINT IN MIAMI Doubleday, Doran 


* I'm a pushover for the Saint, though Leslie Charteris is inclined to put in 
too many ingredients as the Saint turns from his Robin Hood activities to international 
intrigue in Florida waters. There's a kidnapping (adult) - a mysterious sinking of an 
oil tanker - a body washed up with planted evidence - a too convenient yacht - a love- 
ly red~headed girl who two-times the Saint and keeps him guessing - a hideaway sub- 
marine base in the Everglades - and a grand finale in which the Saint comes off vic- 
torious, the Nazi Bund gets its deserts, the red head turns out to be British Secret 
Service - and the submarine is blown up. Of course, Mr. Uniatz plays his part. $2.00 


December 27 


Davis, Frederick C. THE GRAVEYARD NEVER CLOSES Doubleday, Doran 








Cyrus Hatch is a professor in criminology - and his father is police com- 
missioner in New York. He doesn't expect to stick his neck out when he comes to a 
town in mid-Pennsylvania to take over a country newspaper which he has inherited. 
he - and his "“bodygard" Danny, are involved in a phony hold-up on their way to the 
town, and are served with a summons before they set foot over the threshold. The fire- 
works begin -— there's a libel suit, a much-to-be-desired murder - an assault case - 


and two cases of concealed identities before you get through. Suspense well sustained 
$2.00 





But 





and story well told. 





NON-FICTION 
The Flood of War Books Gathers Strength 


Note;- Publishers are rushing through the press books on every aspect of the war, re- 
leasing for publication almost simultaneously with announcing their coming. No ad- 
vance proofs - no warning, in many instances. Booksellers and public libraries are 
faced with the problem of which among the many will last long enough to justify buy- 
ing. Publishers are working in the dark, for the book of the moment may be dated by 
the time it is released. So - for your convenience in analyzing them, I am grouping 
books in that classification together, giving you the benefit of our reactions to 
their comparative value and merit. We are doing what we can in regard to the time el- 
ement, but when a manuscript is delivered and the book published three weeks later, 
there's not much anyone can do in the way of advance information. 


Marlow, James DE GAULLE AND THE COMING INVASION OF GERMANY Dutton 


Trick title to catch the unwary. Rush job, based largely on the writings 
and speeches of De Gaulle. Starts off with brief biographical sketch, then outlines 
his advocacy of mechanized force years prior to the war. Then from theory to action, 
where ~ at Abbeville - he proved to be the only general with stamina and vision, de- 
.feated only by the too ready capitulation of the Fascist facade. Then England, where 
he represents the French Army of Free Men. The final pages voice the theme of the 
title - if and when Britain has her full quota of tanks and planes, she will invade 
Germany and win. Slim pickings - keyed to the headlines. (10/7) $1.00 
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THIS SECOND WAR OF INDEPENDENCE: Dutton 
A Call to Action 


Schlamn, 





This is an impassioned - and well sustained - plea for aggressive action, 
for arming towards attack and not defence. Step by step he proves how conclusively 
Germany has counted on the pacific trends of the last twenty years, on the will not 
to fight which defeated France and betrayed the small countries. His chief contribu- 
tion, however, lies in his plan for the unification of the Americas, and the invest- 
ment of North American capital in the industrialization of South America as the best 
contribution towards a world independent of Nazi Germany that can be made. (10/1) 
$2.00 


Lindbergh, Anne Morrow THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE Harcourt, Brace 


The sub-title defines the book, - "A Confession of Faith". How many of us, 
as we listened to Charles Lindbergh (and disagreed or agreed with his point of view), 
wondered where she stood. Here is the answer, simply and earnestly expressed, intel- 
lectual rather than emotional in content, and voicing an opinion many hold, that we 
need to find a way to reach the goal, within our own boundaries, and not in trying to 
save a doomed world. Some will feel that it is a defeatist point of view, others that 
it is as fine a presentation of the spiritual concept of isolationism as has been made. 
None will question the dignity and beauty of her text. (10/3) $1.00 


: | 
Maurois, Andre’ - TRAGEDY OF FRANCE A Fyewttness Account by Harper 


This, along with Clare Boothe and Jules Romain (now running in the S.E.P.) 
will doubtless headline the anschluss of books on France. Maurois speaks from the 
vantage point of French Official Observer attached to British General Headquarters. 
He knew the men on top, - Gamelin, Weygand, Gord, Bonnet, Reynaud, Daladier. He shows 
a country undermined by propaganda - a government dictated by Big Business - eight 
months wasted in shillyshallying - individual animus and jealousy. Then he shows the 
German advance, succeeding becaus2> of ill-equipped forces, fleeing refugees. Not as 
analytical nor as hard-hitting as the Heinz Pol (see below). Is Maurois perhaps too 
patriotic to strike at the existing French government; is he fearful of the Fascist 
manipulators? He skirts the truths, is superficial in his probing. It will probably 
go on his name, but it is not so good a book as the Pol. (10/2) $2.00 


Roosevelt, Eleanor THE MORAL BASIS OF DEMOCRACY Howell, Soskin 


A simple statement of our First Lady's creed of democracy, her belief in 
the capacity of our country to accept the challenge and recognize the need for finding 
a spiritual basis for the democratic way of life. If human beings, she says, can be 
changed to fit a Nazi or Fascist or Communist pattern, surely we should not lose heart 
at the thought of changing human nature to fit Democracy. We must recognize differ- 
ent standards of success. We must make sacrifices. We must find faith. This book 
will give young people the impetus and the measuring rod they need. (Publ. ) $1.50 


Dakin, Edwin F. - ed, TODAY AND DESTINY Knopf 
Vital Excerpts from Spengler's Decline of the West 


The Decline of the west is one of those books that everyone refers to glib- 

ly, but that comparatively few general readers have actually read. Now ~- when his 

- prophecies are being born out time and again by events, this book appears, a valuable 
short cut which will give the reader not only a birdseye view of his main thesis of 
the predictable curve of-cultural history, but will fill in with some degree of com- 
pleteness, what Spengler wrote on economics and politics. It is one of those works 
that cry for quoting. Check pages 300-301 for good selling points. The Nazis have 
used him - even while they abused him ~ for some of their groundwork. (10/7) $2.75 
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Pol, Heinz SUICIDE OF A DEMOCRACY Reynal & Hitchcock 
F Here is the best of the books to come, so far, out of the welter of books 
from France, the first to probe, to illustrate, to condemn without fear the reasons 
behind the capitulation. Pol, a refugee in France for years, had watched the insidious 
infiltration of Fascism, hiding behind organizations, changing its slogans, penetrating 
business, industry, politics, the army. Traitors at the head - and three men who might 
have saved France, coming to power too late, and waiting too long - Mandel, Reynaud, 


De Gaulle. He blames the leftists only for apathy, lack of force. He concludes that 

even at the end, surrender was not the only answer. Powerful - a challenge. (10/14) 
$2.50 

Foerster, F. W. EUROPE AND THE GERMAN QUESTION Sheed & Ward 


Here is a Prussian who was exiled from Germany for the courage of his ut- 
terances in criticism of the path his country was taking before the last war. From 
his observation post he has viewed the march of tyranny. He does not fool himself. 

He is convinced that 95% of the Germans in Germany are pro-Hitler, that blockade can- 
not defeat Germany, that America is next on Hitler's program. He quotes line and 

verse to prove his point. He warns us that a war of attack and that only can defeat 
Germany now; that Germany was not ready at Munich and the flood could have been stopped, 
but now it is too late to take a defensive stand. Germany must be punished; she must 
serve her sentence of service for regeneration before Europe can establish a union. 
Decentralization and policing of Germany defeated; a Southeastern Federation, a recog- 
nition of the dominance of the best, and a militant Christianity - these are the an- 


swers. (10/7) $3.50 


Lunn, Arnold WHITHER EUROPE? Sheed & Ward 


Here's a book that is already so dated that it creaks. It is uneven in in- 


terest, it is prejudiced in favor of the Catholic viewpoint (i.e. his view of the 
Spanish War, his slant on the Russian peril, his sweeping criticism of Socialism in 
all its manifestations). The publishers' blurb would lead one to expect it to be a 
book dealing largely with the Balkans, but the Balkans absorb a scant third of the 
whole, I should say, and his reasoning is already outdistanced by events. (10/7) $3.00 


Mendershausen, Horst THE ECONOMICS OF WAR Prentice Hall 


This is not a book hastily planned nor hastily executed, but in subject 
matter it fits into this group. A basic text (for schools, colleges, business groups, 
financial groups) - on the theories that govern economics of war. He analyzes the 
human and material resources, the capacity for adaptation and organization. He dis- 
cusses the transformation of peace economy to war economy, and the participation of 
government. He puts forward the international aspects involving allies, belligerents, 
neutrals. He suggests the pattern of post war economics. Althaugh he cites histor- 
ical bases for his theories, one cannot help but feel that he speaks in sweeping gen- 


eralities, which should serve merely as basis for further study. (10/21) $2.75 
November 15 

Lavine, Harold FIFTH COLUMN IN AMERICA Doubleday, Doran 

. This seems a sounder book than George Britt's sensational The Fifth Column 


ts flere. Based on studies of the Institute for Propaganda Analysis, Lavine's book 


is temperate, unemotional. He recognizes the existence of elements of discord fos- 


tered by Nazis, Fascists and Communists, but doubts the existence of large bodies of 
organized workers. He picks individuals (Moseley, Coughlin, McWilliams, Kuhn, Pelley). 
He doesn't pull his punches or underestimate the dangers, but he refuses to foster un- 
due terrors, red baiting, intolerance. Effective - caustic - good reading. 


$2.50 
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A Handful of Good Bets - But No Headliners 


A new Josephson, THE PRESIDENT wiAKERS: 1896 to 1919 (harcourt); a very useful biog- 
raphy of ELEANOR ROOSEVELT by Ruby Black (Duell, Sloan & Pearce); a fantasy by sen- 
drik Van Loon, INVASION (harcourt),; a challenge to the intellectuals, AUTHOR IN TRAN- 
SIT by Lancelot Hogben (Norton); good escape reading from Carl Crow, FOREIGN DEVILS 
IN ThE FLOWERY KINGDOM (harper). And one bootstrap book which may get the breaks, 
HOW TO DEVELOP A GOOD NENORY by Robert Nutt (Simon & Schuster). See below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
October 10 


Josephson, Matthew THE PRESIDENT MAKE S: 1896 to 1919 Harcourt, Brace 


The author of Robber Barons, writes firmly of government in action. The 
title seems to us misleading, as the book is primarily a study of Theodore Roosevelt 
and Wilson, their rise to power and administration, with brief touching on McKinley 
and Taft. He examines the roots of governmental policies, the inauguration of foreign 
policies of intervention. The period is important with its many parallels today, in 
the beginnings of more aggressive government action in domestic affairs to alleviate 
the conditions of the masses. A good background book. Josephson writes in a lively, 
semi-journalistic, semi-muckraking manner, for popular consumption. A good presenta- 


tion of men who have shaped governmental patterns. $3.75 
October 11 
Black, Ruby ELEANOR ROOSEVELT Duell, Sloan @ Pearce 


Mrs. Roosevelt's admirers -—- and their name is legion, even among her hus- 
band's political enemies - will feel that this book is useful ammunition and factual- 
ly sound, but that it lacks the vital spark that 1s Eleanor Roosevelt. Her detractors 
will find their theories and criticisms punctured, but wont be stirred emotionally 
enough to change their minds. Nonetheless, this is an exceedingly useful book, in 
its workmanlike marshalling of the facts about Mrs. Roosevelt's place in the nation- 
al picture, what she has done, what she stands for, the vital changes she has made in 
the picture of the president's wife - and why, and enough of her personal story to 
give one boundless admiration for her capacity for development, her honesty and her 


bigness. Liberally salted with apt quotations from her written and spoken words. 
$2.50 


Hilles, Helen Train YOUNG FOOD Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


The author of To the Queen's Taste has done a smart job here in arousing 
interest in food by producing interesting fhod for children from three up. First aid 
for the housewife who must combine adult diets with children's diets. The use of 
leftovers; appetizing disguises of the necessary musts; feeding the sick child; sav- 
ing of food waste and waste energy; tempting the fussy, restraining the overweight 
child. Planning and feeding a children's party. Practical demonstration that eating 
can be fun. A clever plus item, with recipes, for the family cook book and menu 


shelf. $2.50 


Van Loon, Hendrik Willem INVASION Harcourt, Brace 
This book purports to be published in 1960 and is Van Loon's eyewitness 
record of the invasion of America in 1940. He takes the 5:08 to Greenwich, and that 
evening sees a rec sky (New York docks afire), the cutting off of radio and telephone 
(sabotage) following word from the man at the diner to say that Nazi gangsters are on 
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his trail - and he decides it's time to clear out. The family starts for Vermont, pur- 
sued by the gangsters; there they find parachutists, and prepare for attack. With 900 
Vermont farmers, fully armed, they route the plane squadrons, and get reports of equal 


success elsewhere. Informal, nicely detailed, imaginative future-tippling, which, for 


all its warmly humorous manner, is another warning that it can happen here. $2.00 
October 14 
White, Stewart Edward THE UNOBSTRUCTED UNIVERSE Dutton 


Stewart Edward White, novelist, has two books prior to this one to his 
credit as a leader in the field of psychical experience in this country. The Betty 
Book is his best known - and that was written before his wife's death, and is based 
on her findings as a “receiving station". Now, with her death, he works through two 
other people and "gets through". And this is the result, an actual record which in- 
corporates a complete explanation of the "other side". No separation between the 
worlds, no barriers. Time, Space and Motion are the three elements involved as basic 
concepts. Abstract, philosophical, metaphysical - seriously handled. Inevitably, war 


years are paralleled by growing interest in the subject, so the book is timely. $2.50 
October 15 
WPA HANDS THAT BUILT NEW HAMPSHIRE Stephen Daye 


This is a record - historical and modern, of Granite state craftsmen, and 
of the handicrafts that were representative of the state and its people. New Hampshire 
is typical of enough of New England for the book to have general New England appeal to 
anyone interested in arts and crafts, and in the revival of our early crafts. These 
cover a wide range, from basket making among the Indians, through the Colonial crafts, 
the beginnings of a crude art, on to the rug making, quilt making, weaving, metal work 
and cabinet work revived successfully today. The state organization and mechanics of 
the League of Arts and Crafts will prove useful to other states. $3.00 


October 16 


McKay, Claude HARLEM: Aegro Metropolis Dutton 


Very readable account of Negro life in New York, drifting from various 
sections until they congregated in Harlem. Some of their leaders are painted in de- 
tail, - Marcus Garvey, Father Divine and others. The numbers racket, the policy rack- 
et, and how they are controlled. Strange religious sects are cited, famous night clubs 
are visited, and the author, well known for his fiction, leaves the reader with a sense 
of deepened understanding and greater interest. An objective presentation, which 
should have good local sales, and some interest wherever there are readers to whom the 
Negro problem is a vital one. Good reading. $3.00 


Lawes, Warden Lewis E. MEET THE MURDERER Harper 


A plethora of true crime information and racontage about hundreds of men 
and women who have passed through Sing Sing's Death Row. The outstanding prison 
authority of the day tells simply and numanly of his contacts with murderers of all 
kinds; he analyzes the paradoxes, the types, the stoicism with which most of them die, 
the ethics of Death Row, the murderers in the prison workshops. Innocent or guilty? 
These and many other topics are demonstrated in several hundred cases. Lawes' books 
have dependable sales. This should interest those who read the news stories of mur- 
derers avidly, as well as those interested in criminology and prison work. $3.00 
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October 21 
von Ulm, Gerith CHARLIE CHAPLIN, King of Tragedy Caxton 


This is one of these "I could tell you but I wont", biographies, which is 
annoying to the reader. When brought down to final analysis, this biography (though 
advertised as unauthorized) is not as sensational as one expects it to be. Charlie 
Chaplin's rise from a London slum is a fairly familiar story; his ‘marital career, his 
position as a father, his extra-marital affair (notice the singular), are all recorded 
but not amplified. The release of The Dictator (when and where?) may stimulate some 
interest in this book. $3.50 


Dupuy, Major R. Ernest WHERE THEY HAVE TROD uy fos Stokes 


This is not definitely a history of West Point though the first two thirds 
includes the story of the found of the Military Academy it also is a eulogy of Sylvanus 
Thayer, an early graduate, and the part he played in the subsequent reorganization of 
his alma mater, while the last third is a summary of the importance of West Point gradu- 
ates in national life. Of interest to friends of the Academy, graduates, and possibly 
public libraries, but the material is not handled in a manner that will interest the 
general reading public. Times being what they are, however, this might have a wider 
appeal than we think, Illustrated. $3.00 


October 23 
Burbank, Addison MEXICAN FRIEZE Coward, McCann 


The author of Guatemala Profile does a close parallel in this book on 
Mexico. As a painter, his accent is on color, costume, custom, with occasional myths 
and rituals witnessed. There is little of politics, little of Mexico's social evolu— 
tion. Burbank is interested in the peoples and their individuality. He saw a great 
deal of Mexico, from Valles to Mexico City to Guadelajara, to Patzcuara, to Oaxaca. 
He traveled on horse or mule back and on foot to remote regions in the interior. Not 
important but a pleasing visual record. $3.00 


Hullinger, Edwin Ware PLOWING THROUGH: The Story of the Negro in Agriculture Morrow 


This book's chief claim to fame lies in its beautiful photographs, and fine 
format. The text, except where it is a faithful record of challenging facts and fig- 
ures is disappointing. These are illuminating - and a great tribute to the far-reach- 
ing results the Administration has achieved in bettering the condition of the agri- 
cultural Negrp. The book falls down lamentably in the philosophical and economic con+ 
tent, and the style seems labored, the comments trite. Sell as a picture book with 
social import. $1.50 


October 24 
Benjamin, Robert Spiers, Ed. EYE WITNESS Alliance 


Here are more adventures of members of the Overseas Press Club of America, 
a successor to Inside Story, which rolled up a good sale. Fairly livewire material, 
but not as exciting as the first book. Topflight newspaper men and women span the 
last twenty years and every continent. One could wish for more of the here and now 
stuff, but of course that is not yet feasible. Names you know, stories you don't 
know:- how Peggy Hull faced an advancing Japanese army alone; how Bill Cody played 
Spy and got a secret treaty, a sketch of Laval by Steel, intricacies of Fifth Column 
destruction of Poland, personal and international material. Good going. $2.75 
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Washburne, Heluiz Chandler & LAND OF THE GOOD SHADOWS John Day 


Anauta 


This is the life story of an Eskimo woman, Anauta, a native of the Baffin 
Islands. Intimate glimpses of old Eskimo customs, clothes, houses, social habits. ar- 
ranged marriages, tabus, ceremonials, points of view. The main facts of her own life, 
from childhood to marriage - a happy one - and parenthood. Then her husband is drowned, 
she comes to the states and marries an American, for convenience - but the marriage is 
a failure. Domesticity, American style, is beyond her, cooking a mystery. Fascinating 


account of a courageous woman's life. Of particular interest to the Grenfell audience. 
$3.00 


October 25 


von Hagen, Victor Wolfgang JUNGLE IN THE CLOUDS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Juetzal Quest was a juvenile, published last year. This is the factual rec- 
ord back of that story. A quetzal is a rare bird with brilliant plumage, and Dr. Von 
Hagen and his wife went to Honduras in search of one, commissioned by several zoos. 
They succeed in catching some baby birds and shipping them successfully. Then they 
turn their attention to the “lost tribes", primitive people of whom almost nothing is 
known. They are known as the Jicaques. Von Hagen visits them in their homes, and 
writes this record of their characteristics and customs and beliefs. Homeward —- bound, 
with a stopover to visit the Mayan cities. This has good elements for popularity 


among those who are interested in jungle creatures and armchair exploration. $3.00 
Hogben, Lancelot AUTHOR IN TRANSIT Norton 
* A far more popular book than Dangerous Thoughts - and equally invigorat- 


ing. In caustic and illuminating manner, Hogben tells of travels which were forced 

upon him by the outbreak of the war. Hogben is one of our most perceptive and reason- 
able liberals of our time. His book is as much a challenge as a delight. He was caught 
in Norway at the time of the invasion, and left via Sweden. He discusses the political 
and social tenor of the country. Then Russia, where Hogben is at his most diverting 

and devastating, as he sees the land of unfulfilled promises. On to Japan, where he 
finds the reverse is true, the graceful old and new in process of modernization. Final- 
ly, concluding that there is no short cut to social and political reform through viol- 
ence, he states that only "piecemeal planning by peaceful persuasion" will lead to 
abundance and benefit for all. Not always easy reading, but rewarding. $2.50 


October-28 ule 


Wright, J.F.C. SLAVA BOHU: 7he Story of the Dukhobors Farrar & Rinehart 


This history of the spirit wrestlers reads almost like a novel. They broke 
with the Russian Orthodox Church in the late 18th century, and survived a century of 
persecution, when they repeatedly refused to take up arms. Tolstoi and Quakers through- 
out the world helped them survive, and eventually they emigrated to Canada. There they 
were received with interest and sympathy, which changed to distaste when they carried 
their Christianity to extremes. In Canada they broke with their tenets on leadership, 
and had Peter Verigin as their first leader, and afterwards, for a brief time, his dis- 


who was killed in a train wreck within the last decade. Unusual material - 
$3.75 


solute son, 
but remote from general interest. 
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October 28 
Henie, Sonja WINGS ON MY FEET Prentice Hall 


This book serves a two-fold purpose - it is at one and the same time, an . 
autobiography of the dancer-actress-skater and a manual on skating. Sonja Henie was 
an ardent skater at six, Norway's champion at nine; at thirteen she won the Olympic 
title. After her career was definitely established, she studied dancing, believing it 
a correlative art. Years of strenuous work and travel, an international merry-go-round 
including the winning of a third Olympic, she decided to turn professional, aimed for 
Hollywood, and learned to act. The second part of the book gives concise information 
on the technique of skating, from the selection of skates and costumes, to intricate 


, 


figures. The whole reflects a modest, enthusiastic girl. aa $2.00 
October 29 
Carlson, William S. GREENLAND LIES NORTH Macmillan 


A two man expedition to northern Greenland to study winter air currents at 
a new station, in the raison d'etre for this book on near-Arctic life. The trip from 
North Sydney, in August, the weather, storms, bergs, whales, stops en route, the final 
landing, establishment of their base, the work, living, Eskimos, their life trips fur- 
ther north, sledge driving, guests, various crises to be met, all this and more fills 
this personal record with plenty of incident, description and keen observation. Ranks 
up well with other good books on the north, and those who are fascinated by the sub- © 
ject will find it to their taste. [Illustrated by Phyllis Wesley. $3.00 


Govan, Ada Clapham WINGS AT MY WINDOW Macmillan 


The record of a backyard sanctuary kept by a woman with a unique bird band- 
ing score. She has contributed to Nature Magazine under the alias Of Thee J Sing. 
The loss of two children and the protracted illness of the third, her own crippling, 
brought need for some outside interest, and she turned from suffering to find solace 
in the birds that visited her simple homemade feeding station and bird bath at her 
Massachusetts home. She tells of their habits, feeding, mating and nesting; of her 
special pets and species, of how she turned to bird banding, banded 3635 birds and re- 
corded 580 returns in less than two years. Her husband lost his job, and she started 
writing of her experiences. A book with something of the inspirational quality, as 
well as practical information for bird levers. Occasionally marred by sentimentality. 
Illustrated by Dorothy Bayley. ° $2.00 


Oetober—t7? ije)as 
Nutt, Robert HOW TO DEVELOP A GOOD MEMORY Simon & Schuster 


. Here's a self help book that will find countless advocates. Few people 
acknowledge to a bad memory generally, but nine people out of ten will say, "I never 
forget a face but I'm no good at names". Robert Nutt has proved the fault can be 
cured, and that, furthermore, amazing feats of memory can be done after a simple self- 
discipline. His book falls into two distinct parts, a system for improving the memory 
in general, and a specific method for improving the memory for names. I started the 
book with the idea that I could get the general idea and report it accordingly; I 
found myself stopping to learn his key numbers and key words and to check myself or 
the various tests he gave. It is a book for all ages. $1.96 
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November 15° 


Hackett, Francis I CHOSE DENMARK Doubleday, Doran 


Through her, he came to know and love 


Francis Hackett's wife is a Dane. 
This is an intimate and 


Denmark, through visiting her cities, her farms, her homes. 
appreciative picture of Denmark before the Nazis broke faith with a neutral country. 

A picture of a democratic order, highly civilized, wholly efficient. He does not give 
a picture of a Denmark beaten by Nazi fifth column activities. He seems to sense no 
internal discord that would be responsible. He agrees that Germany knew how to get 

at Denmark's businessmen and Denmark's aristocrats. His is a backward looking tribute 


to a country he feels sure has not been eliminated. $2.00 
NO 
November 4 
Case, Frank DO NOT DISTURB Stokes 


Further random reminiscences of the Hotel Algonquin's New York manager. A 
spritely potpourri of the glamour world, of the stage and literary world, with a pre- 
dictable market among those who like chitchat of books, plays, authors, actors, and 
casual commentary on hotel management, its problems of equipment, personnel and guests. 


Less coordinated piece of work than Jales of a Wayward Inn — but fun. $3.00 
November 6 
Berle, Adolph A., Jr. NEW DIRECTIONS IN THE NEW WORLD Harper 


The assistant secretary of state projects his creed for a new economic or- 
der, as essential in a changing world. He bears no brief for government taking over 
industry, but he makes out a good case for government supervision over credit, banking, 
and such industries and utilities as are in a more or less established relation to 
society - not those that are still in the growing and experimental stage. More non- 
profit enterprise - sustained social advances ~ more flexible credit systems, all for 


the sake of saving the best of the capitalistic system. Not for wide sale. $2.00 
Crow, Carl FOREIGN DEVILS IN THE FLOWERY KINGDOM Harper 
. I liked this better than anything Carl Crow has done since the memorable 


100,000,000 Customers, It is good escape reading in a troubled world, for the story 
of foreigners in China closes with the Japanese attack on Shanghai. Through the pages 
one gets an intimate picture of the life a foreigner leads, of the hundred and one 
facets to the relations between the Westerners and the Orientals, from Marco Polo to 
modern real estate brokers and business men. A miscellany of business experiences, 

of trade history, of adventurers, gamblers, diplomats, waifs and strays. There is a 
real tribute paid to the missionaries. of the established mission field - and unveiled 
criticism of the bigotry and narrowness of some of the independents. There is plenty 
of data on the characteristic features of life in the Orient, on the misuse made of 
privileges by foreigners, of the mutual racial problems. And in the end his opinion 
can be summed up as agreement with the saying, - "John Chinaman is not only a gentle- 
man and a scholar, but a very brave man." There are anecdotes galore, there is humor, 
there is serious analysis. I found it grand reading, both from the travel and the 


human interest angles. $3.00 


Cullen, Countee THE LOST ZOO Harper 


° This is the type of imaginative nonsense poetry and foolery that should 
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appeal to any child and to any adult who has not lost a sense of whimsy and drollery. 
Here, told to Cullen by Christopher Cat (who footnotes the book in his own inimitable 
way) is the story of the animals of the Lost Z00, those animals who didn't get into 
Noah's Ark for one reason or another, laziness, pride or more forgiveable defects. 
The Wakeupworld, the Squilililigee, the Sleepamitemore, the Treasurekit (who had been 
poking out treasure for so many animals for so many years that the thought of it ap- 
palled him), the Lapalakes, the Ha-Ha-Ha etc. It is all hugely entertaining, and 
should be a delightful book, with 16 illustrations in color by the Negro artist, 


Charles Sebree. $2.50 
November 6 
Hickey, Daniel Whitehead WILD HERON Harper 


Poems of love, poems of war, poems of nature - the sea and dunes, the woods, 
the birds and the flowers. Fairly sentimental and full-blown, redundant in theme and 
metaphor. But the popular magazines, and even some of the quality magazines, like 


them, and there's a good woman audience for him. $2.00 
Prokosch, Frederic DEATH AT SEA Harper 
* Another collection of rich, imagistic, intense poetry by one of the most in- 


dividualistic and most personal talents of the time. Here, against exotic and mysti- 
cal backdrops, are poems in which death, doom and decadence are the leading protagon- 
ists. There's a misanthropic, defeatist undercurrent, an awareness of the hatred and 
brutality which man engenders. Forceful and interesting and beautiful. $2.00 


Strode, Josephine INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL CASE WORK Harper 


Can't see much trade appeal for this, but public libraries may want to stock 
it. The main market, however, is an educational one, for this is frankly a study course, 
tested out in Cornell. Part of the text gives the historical background for social 
case work, in England and the United States. The balance is an analysis of social case 
work practice and application, the fields in which its value is proved - but not a book 


on techniques. That is still to come. $2.50 


November ft, 


Chandruang, Kumut MY BOYHOOD IN SIAM © John Day 


Although this has no political slant, it should fit into the need of back- 
ground books on parts of the world involved (or on the verge of being involved) in the 
conflict. An extremely revealing and interesting picture of life in Siam as told by a 
boy who came to the United States to study. He writes of his family life, of his fam- 
ily, of the father's work as chief justicein provincial courts, of the royal family 
(the Princess was his godmother), of his father's successive wives, of school, celebra- 
tions and the everyday round. There are music lessons, English lessons, an early ro- 
mance — and his being sent to America. Memories of his first impressions. Not a lit- 
tle humor, a pleasant sense of self ridicule, a gentle philosophical picture of the 


little independent country of Sian. $2.00 


Powdermaker, Florence & CHILDREN IN THE FAMILY Farrar & Rinehart 


Grimes, Louise Ireland 


A guide that is comprehensive enough for the most exacting parent, wise in 
its conception of methods of treatment, balanced in its presentation of changing prob- 
lems of growth, in both boys and girls, and in physical as well as mental advancement. 
Though most of the ground has been covered elsewhere, this seems to cleave to the con- 
servative, middle-of-the-road way. Good solid job, without frills. $2.00 
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November 7 
Gates, Caleb Frank NOT TO ME ONLY Princeton Press 


This should have some general interest, outside the field of religious books, 
for the clear-cut picture it gives of fifty years span in changing Turkey - again a 
background book on.a danger spot. Dr. Gates served as a missionary for half a century, 
vital years in Turkey's growth from a backward autocracy in 1880 to a modern democracy 
in 1930. This is not an intimate personal story, thcugh there is sufficient anecdote, 
personal experience, etc. to carry the factual record. It is an enlightening picture 
of what a missionary's life includes, - teaching, doctoring, relief work (during war 
and pestilence and famine and massacre), administration and no small measure of diplo- 
macy. And throughout the record is the evidence of what one man can contribute towards 
shaping a point of view and teaching Moslems what Christianity at its best might mean. 
Dr. Gates is well known in the mission field as long head of Robert College. This 
book should be widely used in mission study classes. $3.00 


November 8 
Finney, JeMeTe A SURGEON'S LIFE: The Autobtography of J.4.T.Finney Putnam 


Can't see much sale for this, other than the fact that medical books do 
sell - and the many friends to whom tribute is paid, may want to read the book. The 
book is “ull of very personal anecdotal material, but it is unquestionably dull, for 
the average reader, and makes little contribution to the layman's understanding of 
surgery. Dr. Finney's life followed more or less conventional lines, - his father was 
a clergyman, he went to Princeton, Harvard Medical and Mass. General, chief consultant < 
in surgery during the first World War, and has been at Johns Hopkins ever since. He 
devotes the last part of his book to brief biographies of his colleagues and to his 
rather low opinion of socialized medicine. He may be a grand person, but he has writ- 
ten a dull book, whose market will be largely local and professional. $3.50 


November il 


Zweig, Stefan THE TIDE OF FORTUNE Viking 


* The title sets the motif but does not limit it. In brief - and brilliant- 
biographical episodes, Zweig takes names great and small, in history and the arts and 
writes of one vital moment, in their life patterns, moments when history was made for 
the world - or when a man's future was decided. Twelve brief dramas - from almost as 
many centuries, and countries:- Cicero sacrificed to the fear of the triumvirate; 
houget writing the /arsetllaise - and dying obscure; Handel reborn in the inspiration 
of Jiessiah; Lenin, obscure in Switzerland, crossing Germany in sealed car; Balboa, 
viewing alone, two great oceans - successful, too late; Scott, missing fame by less 
than a fortnight; Napoleon lost because one man followed orders, implicitly, etc. An 
ingenious tour de force. $2.75 


November 15 


Babson, William arthur MODERN WILDERNESS Doubleday, Doran 


Pleasant rambling nature essays, rather limited in scope, and of human 

and philosophical interest instead of scientific, although it is very evident that 

the writer knows his subject. The swampy region along the Passaic River in New Jersey 

is his "hunting. ground" - a "small wilderness unchanged for generations yet planted in 

the heart of civilization, a sanctuury for the furtive folk of nature." Into his obser- 

vations and experiences with birds, fish, turtles, skunks, etc. he tucks a good deal of 

individuality, fragmentary bits about people. No particular distinction of style. Ill'de 
$3.00 
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November 19 
















Bodley, Ronald GERTRUDE BELL Macmillan 


in collaboration with Lorna Hearst 






Gertrude Bell is one of the most.fascinating women in history. Her influ- 
ence, if anything, was of greater world importance than that of Lawrence. She had 

made the Arab problem her own before he did; she stayed with the problem, and saw it 
through its troubled period, while he pulled out in disgust. This is the story of her 
sheltered childhood her Victorian girlhood, and the steps by which she became enamoured 
with the desert, with Bagdad, with the Arabs. Adequate, but uninspired biography. 

$2.50 


































Carnes, Cecil JIMMY HARE, NEWS PHOTOGRAPHER Macmillan 


The material is lucrative but the handling is prosy, insufficiently drama- 
tized, and bit too studiedly impromptu. His reputation is beyond cavil - the best war 
photographer, close friend of Richard Harding Davis, a little guy with enormous resil- 
jence, daring persistence —- "Sure uncontaminated nerve". He covered a wide range of 
danger zones, the Spanish-American War, the Mexican Revolution, the Russo-Japanese War, 
Balkan Wars, the first World War ~- 70 years of hazardous work. Plus sale for boys. 


$3.00 
12 
November ## 
Sims, Dorothy Rice CURIOSER AND CURIOSER Simon & Schuster 


Report on a very individual career, in the "bright young things" school. 

@ Dorothy Sims is the wife of Hal Sims of bridge fame. She comes from an unusual family, 
writes of how they lived at home and abroad, in hotels and houses, with independence 
stressed for every member of the family. Dorothy's own interests compassed skating 
and sculpture; her painting under Zuloaga in Spain led to her first marriage. Then avi- 
ation - a second marriage - and the bridge mania —- writing of fiction and plays - house- 
hunting and furnishing - problems peculiar to their bridge career ~- it all adds up to 
an entertaining and rather unusual book, though in no way important. $1.50 


Late Comers - briefly Noted 


Richardson, Chalmer A SCHOOL IN THE COUNTRY Greenberg 


Pleasarlt and semi-fictional in form, these homely tales of the problems of a 
young small-town school superintendent. Giving a helping hand in social and economic 
situations, working with problem boys and girls, uncooperative parents, community poli- 
tics, educational betterment - all add up to an interesting record, (10/5) $2.00 


Footner, Hulbert SAILOR OF FORTUNE Harper 


Brief note of an excellent biography of Com. Barney, hero of Bladensburg, and 
of naval battles in the Revolution and the War of 1812. A glamorous character, grand 
adventure and a facet of our early history on which little is known - and Footner has 
Made the most of all these elements, while sacrificing nothing of the authentic histor- 
ical significance of the material. Well documented - indexed. (Published) $3.50 


@ Fearing, Kenneth COLLECTED POEMS Random, House 


Poems old and new, by one of the outstanding moderns. He has discarded the 
structures of traditional poetic code and given himself technical latitude. More dra- 
matic and direct than some of his confreres. (10/4) $2.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Carrick & Evans 
Bryan, G.S.»— THE GREAT AMERICAN MYTH- from 10/14 to 10/31 464 
Henry Holt 
Dell, Stanley- THE THREE-FOUR KITTENS AND THE TWO-THREE TENTS- postponed 
to 1941 474 
Houghton Mifflin 
Ross, James— Title from DINE AND DANCE to THEY DON'T DANCE MUCH- date from 
10/8 to 10/18 415 
Knopf 
Deeping, W.- THE MAN WHO WENT BACK- from 10/14 to 11/11 346 
Jackson, R.H.- THE STRUGGLE FOR JUDICIAL SUPREMACY- from 11/11 to 12/2 4€9 
Marder, Arthur- THE ANATOMY OF BRITISH SEA POWER- from 10/21 to 11/25 466 
Monsarrat, Ne- THIS IS THE SCHOOLROOM- from 10/14 to 11/11 338 
Walker & Dane- MARK TWAIN'S TRAVELS WITH MR. BROWN —- from 10/7 to 11/11 428 
Lippincott 
Feiner, Ruth- THREE CUPS OF COFFEE- from 10/23 to 10/30 415 
Ronald, James- MURDER IN THE FAMILY- from 10/9 to 11/6 457 
Sims, Me- THE CITY ON THE HILL- from 10/16 to 10/23 380 
Morrow 
Dresser, Davis- THE HANGMEN OF SLEEPY VALLEY- from 10/23 to 10/16 387 
Oxford 
Cushing, Dr. H.- THE LIFE OF SIR WILLIAM OSLER- from 10/3 to 10/17 361 
Putnam 
Epstein, Jacob- LET THERE BE SCULPTURE- from 9/30 to 10/23 461 
Rippy, Fred J.- THE CARIBBEAN DANGER ZONE- from $2.50 to $3.00 395 


Rand McNally 
Jones, Mary Alice- JESUS AND HIS FRIENDS- Note publisher is Rand McNally and 


not Warne. Also make shift on indexes. 476 
Random House 
Hall, E.G.e- MARIO AND THE CHUNA (J)- from 10/14 to 10/8 402 
Scribner 
Binns, Archie- MIGHTY MOUNTAIN- Definite date 10/14 454 
Caldwell, Taylor- THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S- Definite date 10/28 411 
Derleth, August— BRIGHT JOURNEY- Definite date 10/14 380 
Thomason, JeW. Jr.— LONE STAR PREACHER- from 10/? to 1/?/41 504 
Villiers, Alan- SONS OF SINBAD- Definite date 10/28 468 
Simon & Schuster 
Benmosche, M.e-—- A SURGEON EXPLAINS- from 10/10 to 10/30 362 
Granick, Harry- RUN RUN (J)- from 11/? to 2/13/41 498 
Montague, Joseph- THE BROADWAY STOMACH- from 10/5 to 10/14 362 
New Yorker Eds.- SHORT STORIES FROM THE NEW YORKER- Definite date 11/26 506 
Nutt, Robert-— HOW TO DEVELOP A GOOD MEMORY- from 10/? to 1/8/41 516 
Powys, J.C.- OWENS GLENDOWER- Definite date 11/4 : 417 
Schuster, M. Lincoln- Ed.- A TREASURY OF THE WORLD'S GREAT LETTERS- Note 
prepubdlication price- $3.00 459 
Silverman, S.- DEXTER (J)- from 11/? to 2/13/41 497 
Sims, Dorothy- CURIOUSER AND CURIOUSER- Definite date 11/12 520 
Stead, C.- THE MAN WHO LOVED CHILDREN- from 10/3 to 10/11 344 
Stokes 
Downes, Anne Miller- UNTIL THE SHEARING— from 10/28 to 10/21 453 


Lancaster, Bruce- FOR US THE LIVING- from 10/21 to 10/28 447 
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October 
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Penguin Books, previously published in England, are to be published in this 
country - at least for the duration of the war. They will be distributed through the 
@ New York office, 41 East 28th Street. 
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THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALDENDAR - OCTOBER 15th to NOVEMBER ist 


Page 

15- Krey, Laura- ON THE LONG TIDE (Houghton Mifflin) 411 

Rorick, Isabel Scott- MR. AND MRS. CUGAT (Houghton Mifflin) 411 

16- Adamic, Louis- FROM MANY LANDS (Harper) 459 

de Chambrun, Rene- I SAW FRANCE FALL (Morrow) 421 

Halper, Albert- SONS OF THE FATHERS (Harper) 450 

Lawes, Warden Lewis E.- MEET THE MURDERER (Harper) 513 

21- Bates, Ralph- THE FIELDS OF PARADISE (Dutton) 452 

Hemingway, Ernest- FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS (Scribner) 502 

22- Turton, William- MEN WITHOUT DOUBT (Houghton Mifflin) 449 

23- Howard, F. Ruth- GREEN ENTRY (Morrow) 384 

Sims, Marian- THE CITY ON THE HILL (Lippincott) 380 

24— Miller, Rex- I, PAUL (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 416 
Schuster, M.- Lincoln- Ed.- A TREASURY OF THE WORLD'S GREAT LETTERS 

(Simon & Schuster) 459 

25- Hogben, Lancelot- AUTHOR IN TRANSIT (Norton) 515 

von Tempski, Armine- BORN IN PARADISE (Duell, Sloan & Pearce} 421 

28- Caldwell, Taylor- THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S (Scribner) 411 

Lancaster, Bruce- FOR US, THE LIVING (Stokes) 447 

Villiers, Alan- SONS OF SINBAD (Scribner) 468 

29- Douglas, Lloyd C.- INVITATION TO LIVE (Houghton Mifflin) 454 

Morgan, Charles- THE VOYAGE (Macmillan) 447 

Please Add These Titles To Your October ist to 15th Calendar 

3- Lindbergh, Anne Morrow- THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE (Harcourt Brace) 510 

4~ Pol, Heinz+ SUICIDE OF A DEMOCRACY (Reynal & Hitchcock) 511 

7- River, W.Le- TRANSIT U.S.A. (Stokes) 507 


u 
11- Black, Ruby- ELEANOR ROOSEVELT (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 














SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON TECHNICAL BOOKS 


Every library in the country — some, undoubtedly, more than others, have 
two important problems to meet which are not available through routine channels of in~ 
formation:- selection of books for a technical department, and selection of vocational 


material. 


Recent inquiries into the subject have brought forth information which I 
We are not equipped to handle this specialized material, 


want to share with all of you. 
But the following 


and we realize that you are, many of you, in the same position. 
aids should serve as guideposts. 


The August issue of the Booklist (A.L.A.) included a supplement under the title:- 
Industrial Training for National Defense, prepared by Mohrhardt. 


There is a supplement scheduled for the October Booklist, Aviation list: Elementary 


materzals on aeronautics, for the student or technician at the secondary school level. 


List for a Shop's Library: practical books, also manuals, pamphlets, and periodicals 
used in vocational schools and in industrial training at the junior and senior high 


school levels. 





The Technical Book Review Index, published monthly from September to June by Special 

Libraries Association, 4400 Forbes Street, Pittsburgh, and costing $7.50 per year, is 

a composite of reviews from current scientific, technical and trade journals, with a 

digest of those reviews. There are 800 to 1200 technical and trade magazines. This is 

the one publication that indexes these reviews, citing the source of reviews and in- ¢ 
cluding quotations. This should serve as an intelligent basis for evaluation. Por fur- 

ther information write to above address or to the New York office of the organization, 


31 East 10th Street. 


The New York Public Library publishes, four times a year, a selected list of books on 
Industrial Arts and Engineering, added to the library. This is called New Technical 
Books and is a classified list, quoting reviews on which evaluation can be made by the 


reader. $1.00 


How many of you are familiar with the Ontario Library Review and Canadian Periodical 
Index? This is published quarterly under the authority of the Minister of Education, 
in the interest of the Libraries of the Province. Yearly subscription - in Canada - 
$ .25 (Toronto). Classified - and chockfullof useful information. 


Have you familiarized yourself with the available government bulletins? Write to your 
congressman for a list. There may be a number that will prove valuable. Among such 
publications is one issued by the National Youth Adminstration, Quoddy, Maine- an an- 
notated bibliography of books and pamphlets on certain Mechanical and Allied Trades. 
No charge. The Department of Labor issued a Dictronary of Occupational Titles in 1939. 


The National Occupational Conference issues ten cent pamphlets on vocations. 60 East 
42nd St., New York. 








As a final suggestion, how many of you know E.H.McClelland's paper on Selecting Books 
for a Technical Department, reprinted for private circulation from Wilson: The Practice 
of Book Selection (University of Chicago Press, 1940). It is a good basic approach. 


If any of you have additional sources, information concerning which you would like to 
share with fellow librarians, please send the data along, and I shall gladly pass it on. 





